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ABSTRACT 

 

What alternatives exist to global land grabbing, and how are they developed? To what extent do 

pathways of antagonism mirror pathways of collaboration? This paper explicates modes of 

alternative collaborative relationships that have led to the promotion of small-scale and organic 

agriculture in Latin America. I advance the premise that collaborative alternatives can be forged 

along axes that mirror historical or contemporary antagonisms. Two interactive dynamics are 

described: counterpoint and creolization. To elucidate these dynamics, I draw from dissertation 

research to examine the modern origins of organic agriculture in Costa Rica and Cuba. Cuban 

organic agriculture is framed as a counterpoint to global capitalism; Costa Rican organic 

agriculture is linked to global trade yet juxtaposed with oppositional modes of chemical-

intensive growing within the country. While U.S. economic policies towards Cuba are 

antagonistic (A), American scientists and organizations have collaborated in the promotion of 

organic agriculture in Cuba over the past twenty years (A
1
). In the sense of counterpoint, B is 

developed in opposition to A, but is assisted by A
1
. To describe creolization, I consider how 

transnational actors have influenced the practices and conceptualization of sustainable 

agriculture in Costa Rica and Cuba – and how those practices and ideas have been adapted to 

meet local conditions over time. Creolization, then, is the introduction of A to B, leading to a 

locally intelligible AB. These modes of interaction may provide an initial vocabulary for 

examining the emerging alternatives to global land grabbing. 

 

 

Please contact me by email if you are interested in reading the full paper. Thank you. 
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